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Abstract
Introduction. Regions can gain a competitive advantage in different ways, among others by making rational use of their resources in creating regional tourism products. Among these resources, what is of major importance, apart from having natural
and cultural resources, is the tourist accommodation offered, which not only makes it possible to increase tourist traffic in the
region but can also give it a competitive advantage over other regions. The accommodation and the tourist traffic recorded there
can serve as indicators of the level of the development of the tourism function of a region and its dynamics. The aim of the
current study is to determine, describe, and analyse the nature of the changes in the tourism function of all sixteen provinces
in Poland. Material and methods. The study used indices based on the size and type of the accommodation and the volume
of tourist traffic. Statistical data for the years 2000-2015 concerning the size of the tourist accommodation as well as the types
of facilities and their occupancy by tourists were obtained from the official publications of the Polish central statistical office.
The tourism function indices for Poland and particular provinces were calculated based on data for 2000 and 2015. The results
obtained made it possible to identify trends in the increases or decreases in the tourist accommodation capacity and tourist
traffic in the facilities and to estimate the changes in the tourism function based on this analysis. Conclusions. The data that
were collected and processed made it possible to determine the regional structure of the tourist accommodation offered as well
as the level of its occupancy. In general, the largest concentration of tourist accommodation was found in regions of high natural
and cultural value (the Zachodniopomorskie, Pomorskie, Małopolskie, and Dolnośląskie Provinces). According to the values of
the tourism function indices, the following provinces were in the most favourable situation: Zachodniopomorskie, Małopolskie,
and Pomorskie (with a Schneider index exceeding 100 and a Charvat index exceeding 300). A relatively high level of the development of the tourism function was also noted for the Dolnośląskie Province (with the aforementioned indices exceeding the
values of 90 and approximately 250, respectively). The four provinces listed above also distinguished themselves when it comes
to the values of the Defert index (above 100), that is the number of tourists relative to the surface. The provinces whose tourism
function was the least developed were the Opolskie and Lubelskie Provinces (with a Schneider index below 80, a Charvat index
below 80, and a Defert index below 30).
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Introduction
In contemporary models of socio-economic development,
competition is regarded as a driver of the economy. Competitiveness became particularly important in tourism in the second
half of the 20th century owing to better social-spatial mobility
and the increased economic role of tourism-related expenses in
regions visited by tourists, which are most often conceptualised
as systems (administrative division units, such as cities and regions) functioning in particular geographical areas [1, 2, 3, 4].
For administrative division units, the tourism function is treated
as an objective measure of the space where there is tourist activity and where tourism-related infrastructure of various size has
been created [5]. Owing to the fact that the space is used simultaneously by tourists and economic entities operating in a given
area, particular areas can be regarded as having individual tourism functions [6].
Many authors have endeavoured to define and measure
the tourism function. Scholars from different disciplines often
treat it as one of the most important factors determining functional changes in urban and rural areas. The literature offers

many definitions of the tourism function, and some authors
make a distinction between a geographical and economic perspective [7].
Taking a geographical point of view, Matczak [8] defines the
tourism function as the entire socio-economic activity in a certain area oriented towards providing services to tourists, thanks
to which particular types of their needs can be satisfied. The
issue of analysing the level of the development of the tourism
function in different spatial entities has been addressed, among
others, by Fischbach [9], Derek [10], Pytel [11], Gołembski (ed.)
[12], Więcław-Michniewska [13], Szromek [14], Durydiwka [15,
16], and Piotrowski [17]. The methods typically used in such research are index methods. These were applied, among others, by
Warszyńska [18], Chudy-Hyski [19], Żek [20], Krukowska [21],
Pytel [11], Majewska [22], Spychała and Graja-Zwolińska [23],
Szromek [14], as well as Kiniorska and Partyka [7].
If the tourism function is understood as the role played by
a given area in a larger spatial entity [23], each administrative
division unit of a country (including provinces) can be characterised with respect to the level of the development of this function and its changes over time [22].
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